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A Word from Your Editor 

Safety Notice
During article development, firearm testing, training, and participating in shooting 

activities, Junior Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow 
NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs must always be 
accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which the camera is in 
front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made using a remote 
camera.

Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented 

in this magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate 
transportation thereof may be restricted, prohibited, or subject 
to special  licensing requirements.  Prospective purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their 
area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on 
the personal experience of individuals who may be using 
specific tools, products, equipment, and components under 
particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of which 
may not be reported in the particular article and which this 
magazine has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is 
intended to constitute a manual for the use of any product or 
the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept 
no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information 
contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line 
were done via remote camera.

What does participating in the shooting sports mean to 
you? From my perspective, I enjoy it, have fun, and get to 
interact with great people who have passion for the sport 
and similar interests. The vast majority of people I meet 
in the sport are well-mannered, nice, confident, respectful, 
have integrity, are safe shooters, disciplined, self-controlled, 
concerned with helping others, and interested in promoting 
the sport. These are all attributes that I desire the juniors 
that we work with all over the country to have. Working 
with the juniors and seeing them gain in levels in all of these 
attributes is extremely rewarding. It makes me proud to see 
each junior grow and see the excitement on their face when 
they realize what they can accomplish: not only becoming a 
better shooter, but how to handle disappointment, frustration 
of working through scenarios, malfunctions, and equipment 
problems. Running out of ammunition and dealing with 
equipment failure is frustrating, but it is here where 
perseverance and true sportsmanship are learned. How you 
bring juniors through this experience can affect their lives 
for many years.

While I give thanks for my life, my family, the 
opportunity to nourish the youth of today, and promote 
the shooting sports, I realize this would not be possible 
without our 2nd Amendment, The Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms. Without this right, many of the things I enjoy would 
not be available. I also keep in mind that this right is the 
most important of the Bill of Rights, for, I believe, it is the 
cornerstone upon which all of the rights and our nation are 
built. Without it, our country would not be what it is today, 
nor be able to achieve what it can be in the future. That is why 
the continuing development of juniors and the introduction 
of more families to the shooting sports are so important. 

Each person who is introduced to the shooting sports and 
has a positive experience is another vote in favor of keeping 
our American heritage and freedom alive. They may not be 
old enough to vote now, but they will be in the future. And 
think about how many lives they will come in contact with 
that they can impact! Each of us affects others, and it is up to 
us how we make an impact on the future.
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By: Jack Leverett, III (age 12), Henry Leverett (age 11)
   Abbie Leverett (age 10)

Do you like to travel, see new places, eat pizza and ice 
cream, shoot, and meet new friends? Would you like to learn 
a shooting sport that can take you all over the world? Would 
you like to learn a sport where you can represent the good 
ol’ US of A in the Olympics and world cup shooting events? 

These are the questions my parents asked us in 2009 when 
we began our shooting journey. 

 International Air Pistol is that sport! 
In the Olympics, shooting ranks third in the number of 

countries that participate, behind track and field, swimming, 
and all of the other sports. There are 15 shooting events in 
the Olympics and 5 pistol-shooting events. Pistol shooting 
was one of the original 12 sports in the 1896 Modern  
Olympic Games, and has been included  in the Olympics 
ever since. In fact, Baron de Coubertain, the father of the 
modern Olympic Games, was a champion pistol shooter 
(seven-time pistol champion of France). Pistol shooting is 
extremely popular worldwide and is quickly catching on 
here in the US thanks to a program called PPP. 

Thanks to the PPP program, you can begin shooting and 
competing in pistol as young as age 6!  Traditionally in the 
USA, rifle skills can be developed early beginning with BB 
(National BB Gun Championships) and Sporter Air Rifle. 
Pistol is different in that it requires strength and shoulder 
development to hold up a 2.2 pound  pistol one-handed. In 
the past, many young pistol shooters waited until around 
age 12-14 to begin. Progressive Position Pistol (PPP) was 
developed a few years ago by CMP/USAS/NRA to introduce 
the art and science of pistol to shooters at a younger age. 
Other countries, such as China, Russia, Italy, and Germany, 
use a similar system in order to develop proper technique in 
young shooters. 

Progressive POSITION 
    Pistol

International Air Pistol is not to be confused with “air 
soft.” International Air Pistol is a worldwide indoor precision 
shooting sport that uses .177 mm pellets at a distance of 33 
feet (10m). The pistols are extremely accurate and have 
the capability of shooting in the exact same hole time after 
time. To excel requires focus, concentration, discipline, and 
training.

Shooting has taken us to matches in different locations like 
Camp Perry in Ohio; Anniston, Alabama;  Newberry, South 
Carolina; and Charleston, South Carolina. Through these 
matches, we have become friends with young shooters from 
all over the country – Massachusetts, Mississippi, Alabama, 
California, South Carolina, Virginia, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Colorado, Arkansas, Montana, Tennessee, New 
York, Alaska and many others. Junior air pistol shooters 
are from all over this great country!  We have learned that 
while pistol shooting requires a great deal of discipline to 
master, pistol shooters are a fun group of motivated people 
who enjoy each other. A tradition that has developed over 
the years by high level US pistol shooters is eating ice cream 
at “Andy’s” while shooting at Camp Perry, Ohio, and “Josh 
and Johns” at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado 
Springs.

How did we begin? Our dad contacted the Youth Programs 
and Athlete Development Director of USA Shooting, who 
referred us to our local USAS/NRA/CMP Level 1 Instructor 
David Haire. (David Haire is also the Georgia State 4-H 
Pistol Instructor). Coach Haire educated us on the basics. 
4-H has a great air pistol program, but you need to be in 
seventh grade to begin pistol in 4-H. In the PPP program, 
you can begin safely shooting pistol as young as age 6! 
Many kids begin in the PPP program early and then shoot 
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Below: Henry Leverett (11)
Middle: Jack Leverett (12)
Top: Abbie Leverett (10)

in both the 4-H and PPP programs when they reach middle 
school. If you are already a 4-H pistol shooter, sign up with 
USA Shooting and join the fun at USA Shooting/NRA/CMP 
events!

Next, my parents attended a USA Shooting/NRA/CMP 
Coaching School for their Level 1 coaching certificates and 
met Coach Eric Pueppke (USAS Assistant National Junior 
Pistol Coach), who is indeed a gifted “coach’s coach.”

We joined the Army Marksmanship Unit Junior Pistol 
Club at Fort Benning, Georgia, where Coach Daryl 
Szarenksi (three-time Olympian) and Ray Arredondo 
(former Olympian) furthered our training. WOW! The AMU 
– home of the best shooters in the world. The AMU coaches 
and shooters are the epitome of honor, duty, discipline, and 
are fantastic. 

Since beginning our shooting journey in 2009, we have 
competed in the Georgia PPP State Championships and 
various regional matches. Our proudest moments have 
been our accomplishments at the National Junior Olympic 
USA Shooting/NRA Progressive Position Air Pistol 
Championships. These are held annually at the CMP ranges 
at either Camp Perry, Ohio, or Anniston, Ohio. 

Jack III (now age 12) won the gold in the basic supported 
position in 2010 and 2011.

Henry (now age 11) placed 4th in 2010 and 2011.
Abbie (now age 10) placed 9th in 2010 and 6th in 2011. 
As a three-person team, “The Georgia Generals,” we won 

the gold in the basic supported position in 2010 and 2011!
If this sounds fun to you and you would like to get 

involved, have your parents contact Michael Theimer, 
Youth Programs and Athletes Development Director at the 
Olympic Training Center, ASAP to get started. He can direct 
them on how to find a local coach, as well as how to find a 
Level 1 Coaching School if they would like to get involved. 
We look forward to a fun shooting year in 2012!  See you in 
Anniston, Alabama, in July for the PPP Nationals!

Editor’s Note: Henry placed 3rd and Abbie 5th in basic 
supported and Jack placed 4th in standing supported at the 
PPP 2012 Nationals.

Links:  
www.usashooting.org/youthpistol.php 

www.usashooting.org/youth.php
Michael.theimer@usashooting.org
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Hunter Education
A Must for New Shooters

With hunting seasons in full swing, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation reminds new hunters to be sure to enroll 
in a hunter education course to acquire the necessary 
certification to purchase a hunting license. 

“Don’t let your hunting plans be spoiled by not taking that 
all-important hunter education course,” said Chris Dolnack, 
NSSF senior vice president and chief marketing officer.

NSSF suggests that you check with your state’s wildlife 
agency to find a class that is convenient for you to attend, 
keeping in mind that a class may take up to 16 to 18 hours to 
complete. A commitment to multiple evenings or a weekend 
will be necessary depending on the state you live in and the 
course you take, though the investment in time will be well 
worth it. The NSSF website www.huntinfo.org provides 
links to each state’s wildlife agency and can help you locate 
a class. 

Now that hunting seasons are under way, you might find 
that courses offered are at a minimum. The peak time for 
most courses being offered is usually prior to the fall and 
spring hunting seasons.

If you do miss out on enrolling in an on-site, state agency-
sponsored class, however, another option may be an online, 
study-at-home component offered for free by some state 
agencies or for a fee by a private company.

In nearly every state, proof of having taken a hunter 
education course usually is required to purchase a hunting 
license. Requirements do vary, however, so prospective 
hunters should check with their state’s agency.

If you’re an adult hunter planning to take a newcomer 
hunting with you, check your state’s hunting regulations 
on the requirements. Many states now offer apprentice 
hunting licenses that allow both novice youth and adults 
to try hunting with a licensed adult mentor prior to taking 
a hunter education course. Nearly 800,000 apprentice 
hunting licenses have been purchased nationwide thanks to 
Families Afield, a program of the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance and National Wild 
Turkey Federation that has improved opportunities for 
newcomers to hunt in 33 states.

Options Include Classroom 
                     and OnlineBy: Bill Brassard, NSSF

“It is the duty of every sportsman and woman to hunt 
safely and responsibly, and the best way to understand how 
to accomplish that is by taking a hunter education course,” 
said Dolnack. “Taking a course is not just for inexperienced 
hunters. The class can serve as a good refresher for 
experienced hunters about their state’s regulations and 
a reminder about showing respect for wildlife, the land, 
landowners and other hunters.”

A number of NSSF education brochures are used in hunter 
education courses, including “Firearms Safety Depends on 
You,” “Hunter Ethics,” “The Hunter and Conservation” and 
the “Hunter Pocket Fact Card.” These and other materials, 
including firearm safety and wildlife conservation videos, 
are available at www.nssf.org/hunting. 
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the TOK River Range presented a serious expedition-type 
hunt, but he felt James was up to the challenge.

In August 2010, we were ready.  Lance and his wife 
Nikki own Freelance Outdoor Adventures of Alaska.  Lance 
guided my brother David, James, and me on a real-world 
Expedition Class Dall Sheep Hunt in the TOK River Range 
in Alaska with the intention of James getting a Dall sheep.  

Dall Sheep – 2010
I had less than three weeks to get James up to shooting 

speed and get him gear that would be up to the weather 
conditions of the TOK.  

I took James out every day and had him shoot six to eight 
shots.  Two shots, go to the target.  Talk about concentration 
and trigger pull.  We started shooting at 100 yards and 
worked out to 170 yards.  During this period, James was 
shooting 90 percent kill shots and 75 percent in an 8-inch 
diameter.  

James is small for his age, 62 pounds and 4 foot 4.  I had to 
scramble to get my hands on gear that would fit such a little 
guy, and that was up to the hunting conditions in the TOK.  
We got most of the gear in Boise, but Anchorage filled in the 
hard-to-find gear that would cope with the cold and rain that 
we expected.

Our packer for the trip was Talbot.  Talbot had just 

The Quest

By: Jim DeBlasio

I have booked Alaska salmon fishing trips with Lance 
Kronberger of Freelance Outdoor Adventures for the last 
five years. Lance offers float fishing and camping, to include 
salmon fishing, as well as hunting grizzly bear, brown bear, 
Dall sheep, and moose.  I had met Lance in 1994 in Idaho on 
an elk hunt in the Frank Church Wilderness area.  Lance was 
right out of guide school, and he was the packer on his first 
elk hunt.  Over the years we have become enduring friends.

My son James started fishing for trout near our home in 
Stanley, Idaho, when he was three years old.  James wanted 
to fish every day from the first time he went fishing.  In 
2010, James was nine years old, and it was the fourth year 
James would go fly-fishing for salmon with Lance.  Lance 
and James became fast friends during those years.  On 
those fishing trips, James became a remarkably driven and 
skilled salmon fisherman, quickly developing the necessary 
techniques. James will fly-fish 8 to 12 hours a day and 
generally catch more fish than anyone on the trip.  In 2009, 
James landed a 50-pound king salmon on an 8 wt. fly rod 
and was a very proud eight-year-old.  

James started shooting when he was four years old.  He 
was determined and loved to hear about hunting and fishing.  
James accompanied me on many shooting and hunting 
adventures.

I bought a .243 Ruger M77 Mark II rifle with a 3-9X power 
Nikon scope for James on his seventh birthday.  The rifle was 
set up for a youngster, and James quickly became proficient 
with the rifle.  In less than a month, James developed 
shooting skills to hold a 6-inch group at 100 yards.

My brother David and I have hunted since we were little 
tykes ourselves and grew up on hunting stories from our 
Grandpa.  David and I have hunted big game in Idaho, 
Alaska, Siberia, and Mexico.  We especially enjoyed 
expedition-type hunting trips in the back country of Idaho 
and Alaska.

Three weeks before our annual fishing trip with Lance, my 
brother David learned that a client of Lance had purchased 
the Governor’s Dall sheep tag for the TOK River Range 
in Alaska, but was unable to go on the hunt.  Lance had 
informed his clients that the tag was available.  David 
is James’s godfather and fishing partner.  David quickly 
decided that he should get the tag and see if it was possible 
to take James on the hunt.  

We decided that we could take James as an observer or 
possibly as the shooter.

Lance checked out the Alaska Fish and Game regulations 
and confirmed that James could legally be the shooter on 
David’s hunting license and sheep tag.  Lance indicated that 

Jim and James practicing with the Ruger M77 Mark II rifle 
in .243 with a Nikon 3-9X scope.

North American Grand Slam at 10 
Years of Age
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Jim and James (9) with James’s first of the four North American Grand Slam - the Dall Sheep.

graduated from high school that year and had arrived in 
Alaska from Idaho that day.  Talbot would soon display his 
medal on our adventure.

August 7, 2010 
We are off on a six-hour drive to TOK Alaska.  At 6:00 p.m. 

that evening, Lance, Talbot, James, David, and Jim get a ride 
with 50 pounds of gear each on five SuperCub I trips to land 
on a river bed in the TOK River Range.  Lance promptly 
instructed James on spotting sheep and determining if they 
were mamas, lambs, or rams.  James was quickly up to speed 
and doing more than his share of spotting game for the rest 
of the trip.

August 8, 2010 
Lance and Talbot get up early and go on a scouting 

mission to determine if there were any sheep we should 
check out at our landing zone before we took off for the 
summits.  After Lance and Talbot returned, we geared up 
with our backpacks and left later that day at about 5:00 
p.m. for the high country.  We hiked about five miles on 
the river bed and started for the summit.  In short order, 
James displayed that he was sure-footed, nimble, and 
locked onto the heals of Lance like a sheep dog.  From 
the first morning to the end of the trip, James was serious, 
determined, and all business.  James was after a Dall 
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sheep, and he asked many calculating question to prepare 
himself for the task.  

Late that evening, Lance found two spots that would 
accommodate a dome tent.  A half hour of preparation and 
we had the two spots level enough so the dome tents would 
not slide off the hill.  We set up camp, had dinner, drifted off 
to sleep. Then the rain came.

August 9, 2010 
Brisk temperatures and rain on and off all day.  Two hours 

up the hill, Lance and James spot seven Dall sheep at 700 
yards.  Lance and James are together, and we are spread 
out about 50 yards apart.  We were in a shallow creek that 
provided minimal protection from the view of the sheep.  
Lance studied the sheep and determined all the sheep were 
rams and two were shooters.  One of the two shooters was 
heavier and had longer long horns.  From 700 yards, Lance 
sized the ram at 39 inches.  That Dall sheep was for James.

We were pinned down for four hours in the rain that 
afternoon until the sheep got up and fed out of sight.  
Promptly, we were up out of the creek bed and on to the 
summit.  The going got steep, muddy, rainy, and windy.  We 
made the summit in about two hours.  Make camp, get some 
hot food, and get ready for sheep hunting in the morning.  
James snuggled into his sleeping bag talking about going 
after the “Dall ram” in the morning.  Every comment from 
James was deliberate, mature, and focused.  Tomorrow we 
will get the “Dall ram.”

August 10, 2010 
Opening day for the Dall sheep hunting season.  Lance 

was up early and spotted the sheep about 1600 yards below 
us.  Lance determined the best approach to the sheep would 
be off to our left down the face of the slope keeping a ridge 
between us and the sheep.  We went down the face of the 
slope about 400 yards, and the sheep reversed their course 
and started toward us.  This was bad news since we were 
exposed with very little cover to hide out.  Soon, the sheep 
changed course, and we were able to scurry back to the 
summit.  

Back on the summit, Lance studied the sheep for a while.  
Lance determined the rams were heading back down the hill 
to feed and bed down on a grassy area on the opposite side 
of the creek that we had come up the prior day.  This would 
allow us to move to right and drop off the slope to set up an 
ambush for them.  Off we went.

Two hours later, we were in position and moving slowly 
to find the sheep.  We set up a shooting position with 
anticipation of the sheep feeding within range for a shot. 

All of a sudden, Lance spots the sheep at 340 yards back 
across the canyon looking nervous and traveling away from 
us.  We hunkered down and watched.  Soon, the sheep 
seemed to calm down and started feeding and slowly moving 
away from us.

We moved 30 yards down the hill behind a rock that was 
maybe 5 feet wide and 2 feet high.  The rock provided cover 
for us to observe the sheep. The rams fed up the hill and 
bedded down 700 yards from us.  They had us pinned down.  
We lay there in the rain and cold.  Serious rain, light rain, 
spells of no rain for nine hours.  At one point Lance was 
shivering so hard I could hear his teeth chatter.  

Lance set up his video camera on his 60-power spotting 
scope and got some great still and movie shots of “James’s 
Ram.”  James and I sat and watched the sheep in the 
spotting scope, planned strategy, ate lunch, sized the horns, 
and mostly took naps.  James snuggled up with me on my 
backpack and never once complained.  Every hour I would 
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ask him how he was doing. James would reply “Fine.” In 
the entire nine hours, James made no complaints or whining.  
James was totally tuned in to studying the rams and thinking 
about setting up to get to them.

6:00 p.m. 
The rain had stopped, and the sheep started to move a 

little. The rams slowly worked their way down the hill to 
a position below us.  As soon as the sheep were out of our 
sight, we moved to a position to ambush them.  The move 
was perfect, and the sheep came out 110 yards below us. 
They moved slowly in position for the shot.  

At that point, the sheep stopped cooperating.  The rams 
while feeding were milling around in a group and did not 
provide a very good opportunity to identify the correct ram 
as they keep continuously milling around.  Then one of the 

rams spotted us, and off they went.  The rams ran down the 
hill, across the creek, and up the steep rock face of 

the hill.  At that point, they stopped and looked 
back. 

Lance: “James, shoot the last ram, 184 
yards!”

James turned to me: “Daddy, is it 
the bottom ram?”

I asked Lance:  “Is it the bottom 
ram?” 

Lance: “Yes!”
I said: “It’s the bottom ram, 

James.”
One second later: “Bang!” 
Six rams bolted up the rock 

face of the hill.
“James’s Ram” was mortally 

wounded by James’s great 
shot, and it traveled down and 
around the hill slowly in the 
rocks for 150 yards under fire.  
The ram collapsed dead.

James and Lance were off to 
the ram arriving in short order 

while David and I moved our gear 
to the ram.  James had gotten his 

ram and was thrilled and proud.  The 
ram was the one Lance had picked.  

Lance got out his tape measure.  A 
great ram: 38-¼ inches with 13-1/2-inch 

bases, 155 2/8 SCI.
The photo opportunity for any trophy big 

game is only once.  Lance and I both like to take 
time and try to get those pictures to reinforce the 

memory of the hunt.  Hunting is all about great adventures 
and memories.  The weather cooperated, good light and no 
rain.  So we spent 45 minutes taking lots of pictures.  James 
was all smiles.  So were his daddy and the rest of the crew.

After the photos, James, David, and I headed for the 
summit while Lance and Talbot caped the ram.  Then the 
weather weighed in: rain and a cold wind.  

We arrived at the summit at 10:30.  We grabbed some 
snacks, crawled into the dome tent, got out of our wet 
clothes, and talked about our adventure.  Lance and Talbot 
arrived with the cape and horns at 12:30.

August 11, 2010
We had a late morning get out of the tent day. Everyone 

was still thrilled about the ram and reliving the whole day’s 
hunt.  The weather had cleared that morning.  We broke 
camp and started down the hill.  James was dogging Lance 

A proud father with his son at the 2010 International Safari 
Club Awards.

all the way nipping at his heels.  By this time, James and 
Talbot were life-long buddies and having a great hang.  We 
were making good time going down the mountain and made 
a call on the satellite phone for an air taxi pickup at 5:30.  
We had to keep up a good pace to make it to the airstrip on 
time, and the first plane landed just as we got to the gravel 
bar at 5:35.  

The ram was measured by a Boon & Crockett Official 
Measurer, Bruce Penske, on October 21, 2010.  The ram had 
a B&C Gross Score of 152 4/8 and a B&C Net Score of 152 
2/8.  The ram was measured by a Safari Club International 
Official Measurer, Lance Kronberger.  The ram had a SCI 
Score of 155 2/8. 

I have hunted elk, grizzly bear, and desert sheep with 
Lance. I am 64 years old and have hunted with many 
outfitters on many terrific hunting adventures over the past 
40 years.  Lance is the best outfitter I have every hunted 
with.  Without a doubt, Lance is James’s buddy and favorite 
outfitter.  Upon reflection, the 2010 TOK Hunt was the best 
hunting adventure of my life.

James was successful and harvested a beautiful 155 2/8 
SCI Dall ram.   The hunting experience with James was such 
a thrill for us that we made a pact on the spot for James to 
try to get the other three North American wild sheep in 2011.  
Lance stepped up and offered to lead all three sheep hunts.

We took many pictures and celebrated our hunting 
adventure.  The pictures of that proud 9-year-old tyke with 
his ram propelled James to a youth hunter celebrity.  James 
was featured on the front cover of two hunting magazines and 
gained many supporters while on his hunting experiences.  It 
has been a lot of fun!  And, James being James, is great fun to 
hunt with and hang around with.  He is a natural hunter and 
is thrilled to be with other hunters.  He loves to participate in 
and learn from every hunting experience.  

 Editor’s Note: Part 2 of The Quest coming next issue in 
Volume 14 March 2013.
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By: Jenna Fees (16)

One Monday night at a 4H shooting club, I picked up an 
air rifle for the first time. The gun was too heavy for my 
nine-year-old, petite frame, and I remember looking at the 
older kids thinking, “There is NO WAY I will be able to 
hold this gun and hit the target.” My dad and coaches still 
encouraged me to keep going every week. Before long, my 
muscle memory developed and my aim became steadier, 
giving me the confidence to grow in the sport.

After seven years of shooting and a thousand practices 
later, I found myself traveling to Anniston, Alabama, ready 
to compete in the Sporter Air Rifle Junior Olympics. My 
mind began to race. “Is this really happening?” “Will I 
be able to do this?” “Will I do well?” I was still having a 
difficult time believing that my scores were high enough to 
even qualify.  

As the van turned right onto Sentinel Drive, I knew we 
had finally arrived when my eyes became fixated on what 
was ahead. Lining the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
Headquarters was an extended row of magnificently 
decorated flags representing all fifty states. The only thing 
missing was the lighted torch! Everyone was overwhelmed. 
Mom hurried the family out of the van so she could snap 
pictures of us under the life-sized CMP sign.  

Eagerly, we made our way inside to find an incredible air-
rifle range hiding behind a pair of double doors. The massive 
corridor was well-lighted and organized, with 80 firing points 
in all, each equipped with an electronic scoring system.  
Following the yellow brick road all the way to Alabama, 
I had landed in the “Oz” of all firing ranges. Another set 
of huge, colorful state flags encompassed the perimeter of 
the range above the targets. In addition, hi-tech computer 
monitors with split screens hung from the ceiling behind each 
firing point so parents and coaches could view each shot that 
was immediately fired. I meandered down the range until I 
reached firing point number 47 where I would be competing. 
Preparing for the practice match, I mentally placed all of 

Top: Jenna shooting in the prone position with her 
sporting rifle.
Bottom: Electronic scoring works well for the scorers 
and the shooters. The targets are so small that it is hard 
to see where the shooter has hit without them. Jenna is 
number 47.
Top left: You can see the indoor range and targets and 
part of the scoring screen to Jenna’s left.
Top right: Jenna is second from the right shooting in the 
standing position.
Middle right: A blowup of Jenna’s score on the electronic 
score panel.
Bottom right: Left side view of Jenna in the prone 
position.
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      An Opportunity
       of a Lifetime
my equipment on the line.  In no time, each firing point was 
filled to capacity. For the next two days, I would be shooting 
in one of three relays, each consisting of 80 competitors who 
had achieved a minimum score of 525 out of a possible 600. 
Shooting a personal best, my prequalification score during 
the Virginia Air Junior Olympics Qualifier was a 535.  

Scanning the room, I knew my competition would 
be tough, and I needed to make every shot count. Upon 
hearing the range officials affirm the rules and announce 
the commands to load and fire, my focus shifted to my 
own target. Glittering in the florescent light, a sticker on 
my stock showed that my gun was approved and was ready 
to go with a full air cylinder. Minutes away from firing the 
first shots for match one, I set up my club-quality equipment 
and loaded my ammo block while counting out each shot. 
No sooner had the colossal wall timer begun to count down 
when I faintly heard simultaneous shots being fired through 
my earplugs. Mentally blocking out all surrounding noises, 
each shot plan became routine with my breathing, heartbeat, 
and trigger patterns. By the end of the day, I placed 26th 
with a score of 536, one point higher than my prequalifying 
score, which was the realistic goal I had set for myself.  

Match two, the following day, proved to be just as long 
and meticulous. I squeezed off shot number sixty, ending the 
three-by-twenty match, breaking another personal record 
with a score of 547.  

Overall, I placed 11th out of 170 top shooters in the 
country. My primary goal was to obtain EIC (Excellence 
In Competition) points while on my journey to become 
distinguished in air rifle. Placing 11th in the nation seemed 
unattainable and surreal until I saw my ranking on the main 
observation screen. My coaches and family were thrilled to 
hear how I had placed, and I couldn’t have been happier 
achieving such a high score. Experiencing the Junior 
Olympics was truly an answer to prayer and the opportunity 
of a lifetime.
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In late July 2011, my dad and I went out to the desert to 
start sighting in some rifles and scopes that were provided 
to me to use by Junior Shooters magazine.  The rifles were: 

1. Rock River National Match LAR-15 (NM A4)
2. Colt .22 caliber M-4 Carbine with a WARNE Scope 

mount and a Vortex Diamondback 2-7x35 V-Plex
3. Bushmaster National Match upper on a Cavalry Arms 

lower
4. KONUS PRO 550 4-16x50 rifle scope with WARNE 

Ramp scope mount and a Vortex SPARC red dot to 
mount on my dad’s DPMS LR-308.    

The Rock River Arms NM A4 is a National Match 5.56mm 
chamber, a forged A4 upper, 20-inch air-gauged, heavy-
match stainless steel, 1:8 twist barrel and has a removable 
carry handle. It is an awesome looking rifle because it has 
a stainless barrel, trigger assembly, and bolt assembly. The 
rifle is 39.5 inches total length and weighs in at 9.7 pounds. 
The trigger is a two-stage, match, chrome trigger group. Its 
accuracy is ¾-inch MOA (100 yards).

We shot one round through the Rock River Arms rifle and 
then cleaned the barrel until the cleaning patches came out 
completely white. We did that for 11 rounds before we had 
to go home. We also sighted the rifle in while we broke it in 
because it kept hitting closer and closer to the bullseye.

We went shooting again to finish breaking in my Rock 
River Arms National Match .223 rifle. We were trying to 
get 30 bullets shot through the barrel since we only had 11 
through it so far. We shot 3 bullets through it at a time before 
cleaning the barrel, and we did this four times. Then we shot 
7 bullets, cleaned, and then shot 10 more bullets. While we 
finished breaking it in, we also sighted it in at 100 yards but 
zeroed it for 300 yards. This way it will be 1-inch low at 50 
yards and dead on at 300, also. This way it is good for both 
close and far shots.

In October 2011, I took the rifle deer hunting (no luck 
there). I carried it all over two different mountains: one in 
McCall, Idaho ,and one in Fruitvale, Idaho.  We saw a 5X5 
bull elk two days before elk season but no deer.  

Since October 2011, I have shot six different 3-gun 
competitions, two local matches at Parma, three local 
matches in Baker, Oregon, at the Powder River Gun Club, 
and the 2012 MGM Ironman.  To get ready for the Ironman, 
I also had a two-to-six-hour practice session almost every 
week from March to June.

I really liked the peep sight because of how well you could 
hit targets at 200 yards and farther, but it was so small that it 
was too slow for close targets and almost useless for most of 
the 3-gun matches.  I set the Rock River up for Limited Class 
with the RRA Dominator2 Eotech mount and an Eotech with 
the circle dot reticle. I set the Eotech to be dead on at 100 

National Match NM A4
Rock River Arms
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By: Duncan Dye (15)

National Match NM A4
Rock River Arms

yards and the iron sights to be on at 400 yards.  This made 
the transition to long-range targets pretty easy.  The Eotech 
was co-witnessed by the iron sights, but we changed the 
rear sight to one that was slightly bigger. The Eotech also 
allowed me to shoot accurately at close distance, 15 yards, 
and in using the bottom of the circle.  On stage 9, the rifle 
part was at the back of the bay, and most of the targets were 3 
to 30 yards away but were clay pigeons inside of no-shoots. 
Thanks to the accuracy of this rifle, I never got a no-shoot 
which made me the top junior on that stage.

I used the Rock River Arms National Match .223 and the 
Bar-Sto custom STI 1911 double-stack 9mm caliber pistol 
for the MGM Ironman 3-Gun 2012 match. I was the only one 
in our squad that got the 400 yard bonus; everyone except 
me and one other person were using scopes and optics.

 I really liked how well this rifle performed at the Ironman 
and how accurate it was.  At 400 yards, my dad was hitting 
a silhouette target every shot. This rifle has one problem 
when it comes to shooting 3-gun. “Did I mention it was 9.7 
pounds?!” It is a little heavy for 3-gun, but it is not designed 
for 3-gun. It is set up for long-range stationary shooting, and 
it is very, very good at that.  I ended up placing 14th out 
of 35, and the rifle did great. I had to use my dad’s rifle on 
the last two stages because my Eotech got knocked off so 
I couldn’t use it. On stage 7, there were 270-yard flasher 
targets. The Eotech was a little off, but once I figured that 
out, it was okay. I was just having trouble seeing the targets. 
That is one of the disadvantages of shooting Limited -- no 
magnified optics.

The Rock River National Match .223 AR-15 is a great 
precision rifle. Thanks, Rock River, for making this great 
rifle.  I hope I can find a rifle this accurate with less weight 
and an 18-inch barrel.  That would be perfect.
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SCTP
2012 International Style 

National Team 
Championships

Shelby Township, MI - The 2012 SCTP International 
Style National Team Championships were held July 24th 
- August 1st at the United States Olympic Training Center 
clay target shooting venue at Fort Carson. This year’s event 
attracted over 100 athletes representing 17 teams from 12 
states around the country. Each athlete was presented with 
a National Shoot T-shirt, patch, commemorative yearly 
attendance pin, and sponsor goody bag upon registration.

Friday morning was arrival day for the competitors.  The 
fields were open for practice, and the competitors’ meeting 
was held under blue skies in excellent weather.

Saturday morning brought out the Skeet and Double Trap 
athletes. The Skeet competitors shot 75 targets on three fields 
while the Double Trap competitors were shooting 100 targets 
on two other fields. The winds picked up in the afternoon, 
which began moving the targets around and created a bit of a 
challenge for the athletes shooting later in the day. The Skeet 
athletes finished up their final 50 targets on Sunday morning 
and prepared for the Finals. 

Michael Cates (Colorado) with the TSSC Bears #1 Team 
captured the Gold Medal in Men’s Skeet shooting 117/125 
and 25/25 in the Final for a total of 142/150. The Silver 
Medal went to Jakob Keldsen (Indiana) with the Hoosier 
Gun Swingers #3 who shot a 117/125 and 17/25 in the 
Finals for a total of 134/150. Will Hinton finished third with 
a 111/125 and 23/25 in the Finals for a 134/150 total.

In Ladies Skeet, Emily Cates (Colorado) with the TSSC 
Bears #1 won Gold with a total of 113/125, Carolee 
Schwarzer (Massachusetts) of the Walpole Sportsman’s 
Association got the Silver Medal shooting a 101/125 and 
Sydney Carson (Indiana) with the Hoosier Gun Swingers #1 
shot a 100/125 for the Bronze. No Ladies Final was held.

The Double Trap competitors had to wait over an hour 
to shoot their final 50 targets due to bad weather. Once the 
weather cleared and the final totals were tallied up, Chris 
Weber (Georgia) of Team BCC came out on top shooting 
131+41=172 for the Gold; Nate Lundie (Massachusetts) 
of the Minute Man Sharpshooters, 124+42=166, won the 
Silver; and the Bronze went to Jordan Hintz (Wisconsin) of 

the Burlington H.S. Demons, 123+40=163.
In Ladies Double Trap, Carolee Schwarzer 

(Massachusetts), of the Walpole Sportsman’s Association 
finished 1st shooting a 95+36=131. Second Place went to 
Grace Hambuchen (Massachusetts) of the Minute Man 
Sharpshooters who finished 86+35=121, and Mariah Kerr 
was 3rd shooting an 87+29=116.

The Bunker Trap competition got underway on Monday 
morning under blue skies and a strong breeze. Over 60 
athletes toed the line to shoot their first 75 targets.

The competition really started to heat up on Tuesday, and 
in the end, less than six targets separated the Men in the 
Finals. Taking the Gold was Corey Spruill (Missouri) of the 
Gateway Claybusters with 116+21=137. Silver went to Nate 
Lundie (Massachusetts) of the Minute Man Sharpshooters 
with 113+22=135, and Will Hinton (Georgia) of Team BCC 
captured the Bronze, shooting 115+19 =134.

In Ladies Bunker Trap, Grace Hambuchen (Massachusetts) 
of the Minute Man Sharpshooters, shot 94+14 =108 for 
the Gold. Carolee Schwarzer (Massachusetts) of the 
Walpole Sportsman’s Association took the Silver shooting 
86+18=104, and Katlyn Lawson (Georgia) of Team BCC 
captured the Bronze Medal shooting 85+13=98.

For a complete listing of all the SCTP Individual and Team 
scores, visit www.ShootersPost.com or the USAS (www.
usashooting.org) website.

The Scholastic Clay Target Program would like to thank 
the following sponsors for their continued support of this 
great event: CZ Firearms, Americase, Shamrock Leathers, 
ATK Federal, Bob Allen, Noble Sport Ammunition, and 
Zanders Sporting Goods.

The SCTP would also like to thank USA Shooting, 
especially Wanda Jewell for all her help, as well as the 
following individuals: John Mullins (Range Management) 
and all the resident athletes, Chief Referee, Stan Marubayashi 
(CA), Amanda Krueger,  Referees Vern Hayden (AZ) and 
Max Oliver (CO), and all the coaches, assistant coaches, and 
parents for all their help and support.

The Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation (SSSF) is 

By: Joe Wieczorek


